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May 29, 1967 


MEMORANDUM 

From: William A, Mercer, Coordinator 
To: The BICC Executive Comittes 
Re:  BICC/City of Newark 


Pron all indications, the City of Newark stands ready to explods. The events 
centered ground the location of the zedical school in the, Gr Central tard; appoint- 
nent of a new secretary to to the Board of Education; the crisis of the anti-poverty 
agency United Comunity Corporation soun to be without its five top people; the 
Proposed Concentrated Tonto Program (CEP), plus general up-coming events such 

Black Conference due here July 20"-"25 and the basing of new, mili- 
ently -directed Black Nationalist organizations within our midst, confinas the 
tonseness of the current situation. 


m is truo the BICC image of moderate, middle class business and industry orientation 
leadership from civil rights groups is deserved, It is also true that 

vs BICC's two experimental manpower programs are the ony projects that have actually 

reached hard core and 1 adults result 


ly commmity direct 
enabled your Coordinator to be present and actively involved in major controversial 
issues leading up to the current crisis, Tiis includes the selection of the new 
Board of Education panitia Qvilbur Parkan vs. beat] Callaghan); the College of 
Medii ty 


fal oE a new ones; National 
Conference on comunity unrest bela is last pont in New York; the uncoming Business- 
men's Unity Bazaar sponsored by Mus im Hosque No . 25, and a Black Power Conference 
to be held here in July is but a part of this overall involvement. 


On Friday, May 26, 1967, in ot 

lous Sonvice, D'S. Departaant of Justice , ny fee [tuation 

in Newark, I'can assure cence There ds eninant danger of violent 
ive 


May 29, 1967 


2) 


3) 
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Join in a planned sumer program patterned after that being 
implemented by Mayor John Lindsay in New York City, Also 
draw upon the experience of last Gama s| eee Nerd 
Sumer Festival. Several months ago I requested the Newark 
Bana Rights Comission widertake the Sumer Festival idea 
d expand upon it 7 our assistance. We do not have the 
staf to handle the 's share of all the duties again. 


Send representatives to the National Black Power Conference. 
At the very least, Gibson, Mercer, Proctor, and Means ought 
to be in attendance as official BICC representatives. 


Prepare a written public statement endorsing Wilbur Parker 
for Secretary of the Newark Board of Education. 


Convene a meeting with the Greater Newark Chamber of Commerce, 
and later with representatives of the major civil rights pro- 
grans to establish a planned commications link, This group 
then ought to meet as soon as Lapeer ba hs kairata ee ad 
hoc groups similar to those set up in rs by 
Mayor Hugh J. Addonizio and Janes A. Pauley. 1E these groups 
are not now in being, I strongly urge the BICC Executive Com- 
mittee request they i be formed.. immediately. 


Undertake an as comunity 
men to insure that they are eaea in the prsih activities. 


kes- 


